INTRODUCTION
India is endowed with a rich wealth of medicinal plants. Most De et al. 1993 ). They are also found to be value in dysentery and malaria (Nadarni., 1976). Valuable drugs are prepared from these plants in India. But there exists a confusion with regard to the vernacular and botanical nomenclature of these species. The present study has been undertaken to clarify this nomenclatural confusion and to find out the correct botanical identities of the species of Andrographis.
OBSERVATIONS
The medicinally important species of Andrographis are distributed from the plains up to an elevation of about 1500 meters above the mean sea level in the hilly regions of Tamil Nadu. The species of hilly regions are very much restricted in their distribution due to environmental and biotic factors. It is claimed by the medicine men of the hills of Tamil Nadu that the herb Periyanangai is not available in the plains. Its availability has been said to be restricted only to hills above 1500 m altitude. The species A. alata ( Fig.1) and A.lineata (Fig.2 ) are claimed by them as Periyanangai and used for various therapeutic purposes, namely antivenom and snake-repellent properties. These two species are also bitter in taste like A. paniculata (Fig.3) .
A. alata has been mentioned as Periyanangai by some authors (Matthew, 1983 The anatomical structure of P. chinensis roots available in the market shows 3 -5 rings of secondary growth, indicating that the source of these roots must be some perennial plants. It appears that the confusion arose as some authors considered P. glomerata as a synonym of P. chinensis. The two species are considered distinct by all Indian floras. P. glomerata is a perennial robust plant with caduceus bracts, found from Sikkim to Assam. P. chinensis is merely an annual with persistant bracts, distributed in the plains throughout India. The roots of P. chinensis are so thin that their commercial exploitation is not economical, even though they are reported to contain considerable quantities of saponins P. chinensisi and its preparation were, therefore, deleted from the Indian Pharmacopoea.
The medicine men of the plains attribute antivenom and snake-repellent properties only to the species of Andrographis. The Tamil vernacular names of the species of Andrographis are observed to be as follows:
A. paniculata -Nilavembu, Periyanangai and Siriyanangai
The species of Polygala, Viz; P. elongate (Fig.4) 
